
CISTECH, Inc.     220 N Ames Street, Matthews, NC 28105    704-849-6717     www.cistech.net 

 

Comparison of: 

Accounting Management  
and  

IFM 

 

Jim Boyer, Senior Consultant 

Jim.boyer@CISTECH.NET 



CISTECH, Inc.     220 N Ames Street, Matthews, NC 28105    704-849-6717     www.cistech.net 

Accounting Management 

GL 
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PR 
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IFM 
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IM 
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XA Financial Transactions 
Transactions 

TEMGEN 

GELMAS 

Current 
History 

Restored 
History 

Transactions 
Transactions 
Transactions 

IFM 
Transaction 
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Transactions 

Transaction 

API,APC, PAY, ARC 

G/L, ARI,CASHREC 

G/L 

Settlement 

Charge 

Cash 

Tax 
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IFM Transaction Integrity 

G/L 
Summary 

G/L Line 
w/source 
ledger 

Originating 
Transaction 
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General Ledger 
Summary 

G/L 
Lines 

Sub- ledger 

Source 
Transactions 

Sales Inventory Labor 

Order/Invoice MO/PO MFG Order 
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General Ledger Account Number 

Accounting 

Management 

• 15 Character Account 

IFM 

• 10 Business Unit 

• 10 Natural Account 

= Fewer Account Records  

to Maintain 

If you have 300 
account numbers 
and add a new 
department you 
must create 300 
additional account 
numbers 

If you have 300 
account numbers 
and add a new 
department you 
must create 1 
additional unit 
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IFM Account Structure 

Who? = 

Unit 

What? = 

Nature 

When? 

Period 

Who is responsible for it? 

What is it? 

When is it 

accounted for? 
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IFM Financial Calendar 
Not Available in AM Accounting 

2011 

OPN2011 

01/01/11 

JAN2011 

01/01/11–01/31/11 

FEB2011 

02/01/11- 02/28/11 
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General Ledger interface Rules 

• COM 

 Manual Ledger Entry 

• I M 

 Manual Ledger Entry 

• PCC/REP 

 Manual Ledger Entry 

• Rules 

 Chg or Offset account 
# 

• COM 
Automatic at 

Invoicing 

• I M 
manual ledger entry 

• PCC/REP 
manual ledger entry 

• Rules 
chg or offset nature 

chg or offset unit 

AM                     IFM 
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IFM Entities 

• Customer 

• Vendor  

• Both 

• Employee 

• Bank 

• Financial Division  
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IFM Personal Ledger  
(aka Sub ledger) 

• APT AP Trade 

• APE AP Employees 

• ARUSD AR US Dollar 

• ARCAD AR Canadian Dollar 

 

• User defined to fit your business 
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IFM Cash Books  

• Cash Detail Sub Ledger 

– Bank Accounts 

– Petty Cash 

– Inter-Company Clearing  
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Organizing Customers and Vendors - AM 

– Separate Customers by Company 

– If trading in multiple currencies: 

multiple Customers 

– No Customer/Vendor relation ship 

– Limited Credit Controlling 

capabilities 

 

Company 1 Company 2 Company 3 Company 4 

Customer 1 USD Customer 1 Customer 1 

Customer 1 Customer 2 

CAD 

Vendor 1 
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Organizing Customers and Vendors - IFM 

Company 1 Company 2 Company 3 Company 4 

Customer 1 USD Customer 1 Company 1 

Personal 
Account 

USD 

Personal 
Account 

CAD 

CAD 

Entity 

Customer 1 

Personal 
Account 

Personal 
Account 

Personal 
Account 

Vendor 1 

Personal 
Account 

– Address information centralized on Entity 

– If trading in multiple currencies: one Customer number 

– Vendor can be included in credit used calculation 

– Extensive credit  calculations 
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Benefit of IFM Allocation Entities 

Allocation 
Entity 
105 

 

Entity 100 Entity 200 Entity 300 

Payments 
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Module to Module Comparison 

IFM vs AM 

New and Enhanced Functionality 
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PowerLink Objects 
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General Ledger 
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General Ledger 

• IFM 

– Soft Period Closes 

– Secured Close 

– Report vs Closing  

– Detailed GL Reporting 

Whenever Needed 

– Trial Balance Any Time 

– Cannot Reopen A 

Period Mistakenly 

– User Defined Calendar 

For Reporting Periods 

– Re-close Year As 

Needed 

• Accounting Mgt 

– Fixed Period Close 

– Transaction Data 

Moves  

– GL Close Generates 

Reports That You 

Have To Keep Track 

Of 

– Hold New Year 

Period Close For 

Year-end 

– No Fiscal Calendar 

– No Trial Balance 
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General Ledger 

Accounting 

Management 

• Journal Entries 

– All in Batches 

– Manual 

– Application 

• Batch 

• Data Is Not Signed 

– DR / CR   

IFM 

• Short Entry Method  

or Batch 

• Transaction Level 

Balancing 

• On Line Approvals 

• Batch Or Individual 

• Copy Reverse 

• Repeating Journal 

Trans 

• User Defined 

Transaction Types 

• Signed Values 



CISTECH, Inc.     220 N Ames Street, Matthews, NC 28105    704-849-6717     www.cistech.net 

General Ledger 

Accounting 

Management 

• Transaction Type 

– GJ 

– PJ 

– CR 

– CD 

• Balance 

• Separate Screens For 

Summary And Detail 

IFM 

• User Defined 

Transaction Types 
– COS 

– MJE 

– PR 

– PJ 

– ETC… 

• G/L Inquiry Including: 

– Period Summary 

– Accumulated Balance  

– Drill Down to Source 
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General Ledger 

Accounting Management 

• Trail Balance 

• No Detail After Close 

• 10 Financial Statements 

• Departmental Reports 

• One Budget (keyed) 

IFM 

• Trial Balance 

• Detail Inquiries 

• Unlimited Budgets 

• Budget development 
engine 

• Account detail reports 

• G/L IM Transaction 
Report 
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General Ledger 

Accounting 

Management 

• Account Balance 

Inquiry 

• History Inquiry 

IFM 

• Summary Balance 

Inquiry 

• Detail Inquiry 

• Drill back to Source 

• Business Unit Limits 

• Range Selection 

• Print one account 

detail 
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General Ledger 

Accounting 

Management 

• Multiple Open Periods 

• Reverse Transactions 

• Repeating Batches 

• You Can Open 

Periods By Accident 

• GLI Data Difficult To 

Review 

IFM 

• Multiple Open Periods 

• Auto Accrual 

• Prepayments 

• Auto Reversal 

• Repeating Journals 

• Apportionments 

• FA Integration  

• IM, PCC, COM GLI 

Drill Back 
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Accounts Payable 
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Accounts Payable 

Accounting Management 

• AP Ledger 

• Invoice Entry  

• 3 Way Match (PO) 

• Halt Codes 

• Payment Processing  
– (Checks Manual Selection) 

• Payment History 

• Check Reconciliation 

IFM 

• Many AP Ledgers 

• Secure Batch Control 

• Pay on receipt 

• 3 Way Match (Receipts) 

– Electronic Approval 

• Vendor Balances 

• Multiple Payment Methods 

• Drill Back to PO 

• Cash Management 

• Bank Account Reconciliation 

• EFT Banking Capable 
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Accounts Payable 

Accounting Management  

• Inquiries  

• Aging Report at month 

end only 

• Open Payables reports 

• Terms  

– Simple Discounting 

IFM 

• User Defined Aging 

• Aging report As of  

date/period 

• Expense 

Apportionment 

• Repeating Invoices 

• Advanced Payment 

Terms  

• Installments 

• Inquiries  
– Open , closed searches 
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Accounts Payable 

Accounting 

Management  

• No Period Close 

• User Driven Tax 

Accrual 

• Tax Fields 

– Indicator 

– Suffix 

 

 

IFM 

• Secure Close 

• Hands Off Tax Accrual 

• Tax Fields 
– Zip 

– State 

– Country 

– Warehouse 

– Indicator 

– Suffix 

– Item Tax Class 

– Tax Transaction 
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Accounts Receivable  
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Accounts Receivable 

Accounting 

Management 

• Statements 

• Aging Reports 

• AM+ for Due Date 

Aging 

• Cannot reverse cash 

receipt 

 

IFM 

• User Defined Aging 

• Group aging 

• Collection Letters 

• Payment History 

• Statements 

• Detailed Payment 
records 

• Reverse any 
transaction 

• Payment Statistics 

• Allocation Entities 
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Accounting Management 

•  Open & History 

Inquiries 

 

IFM 

• Inquiries 

– Open, closed 

– Drill to 

• Invoice 

• Order 

• Item 

• Special Charge 

– Customer Statistics 

– Online Individual Aging 

– Contact Info 

– Customer Balances 

Accounts Receivable 
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Accounts Receivable 

• Cash Receipts Processing  

– Electronic lock box processing 

– Short Cash Entry  

– Transaction Entry 

– Legacy System Bridge  
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Benefit of Allocation Entities 

Allocation 
Entity 
105 

 

Entity 100 Entity 200 Entity 300 

Payments 
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• Legacy System Bridge 

– Third Party Transactions 

• G/L Entries 

• Warranty 

• Payroll 

– Invoice Transactions 

– Payment Transactions 

 

IFM Enhancements Summary 

One Interface For all  
Financial Transactions    
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Transactions 

Transactions 

G/L 

Settlement 

Charge 

Cash 

Tax 

Allocation 

Transaction 

API,APC, PAY, 

ARC 

G/L, 

ARI,CASHREC 
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Enhancement Summary 
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IFM Enhancements Summary 

• Terms 

• Trading Partner Architecture 

• Multiple Subsidiary Ledgers 

• Enhanced Sales Tax Function 

• Electronic 3 Way Match Discrepancy Approvals  

• Detail inquiries 

• Drill Down to Source 

• Complete Posting Audit Trail  

• Narrative / Comments on all business Objects 

• Diary of communications with trading partners 
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IFM Enhancements Summary 

• Recurring Transactions 

– Invoices 

– Payments 

– GL Entries 

• Criteria Based Apportionments 

• Collection Letters 

• PC Interface 

• Better budgeting function 

• Multiple years of history in all Accounting 
and Finance applications 
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IFM Enhancements Summary 

• Better reporting 

• Two Part Account Number 
– Business Units 

– Natural Account 

• Reporting Structures 
– Financial  

– Management 

– Product Line 
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• Recurring Journal Entries 

• On-line Financial Statements (w/drill down) 

• Soft Closings 

– Separate from reporting 

– Re-open is a snap 

– Re-close Year-End 

IFM Enhancements Summary 
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• Electronic Enablement 

– Lockbox 

– Bank Reconciliation 

– Budget upload  

– EFT  

– Wire 

 

IFM Enhancements Summary 
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IFM Enhancements Summary 
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ERP XA Entity Maintenance: Create 

customer 

•  Company 
•  Customer ID 
•  Sales rep 
•  Entity 
•  Ledger 
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IFM R9 ‘SolutionPak’ 
 
 
 

CISTECH, Inc. 
       

Jim Boyer and Rod Fortson 
 

Senior XA and IFM Consultants 
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Deliverables designed to help you 

implement IFM quickly and cost 

effectively 
– MS Project based Plan 

– Project Kickoff Template 

– Detailed Conversion Plan for AM 

– Extensive R9 Education Material 

– Documented IFM Standard Processes 

• Organized in Spreadsheet 

 

IFM R9 Implementation SolutionPak 
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Project Plan 



CISTECH, Inc.     220 N Ames Street, Matthews, NC 28105    704-849-6717     www.cistech.net 55 

Kickoff Meeting – Team Review 
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Data Conversion Plan 

A step by step AM to IFM Conversion 
Project that leads up to the final 
conversion of AR, AP, and GL Data 
from AM to IFM Financials ! 
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IFM Education – 200+ Slides each Application! 
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IFM Education  
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Process Documentation 

A Master Excel Document has 
Hyperlinks to the correct Work 
Instruction – so if you want to “Process 
Cash” – find it in the Template and 
click to open the W.I. 
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Process Documentation 
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Results:  
IFM Implementation is: 

•Effective 
•No Surprises 
•On Time 
•On Budget 
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Questions? 
 

Thank you!  
 


