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Introduction
• Explanation of Recommendations/Exception Codes

• Preferences

• ‘MRP Recommendations’ object

– Views, Subsets to create to work efficiently

• Item Requirements Inquiry vs. Source of Demand

• Working the recommendations

– Creating MO’s, PO’s & ISL orders (cannot create REP 
schedules)

– Shortage checking

– Impact to ‘Item Requirements Inquiry’



From the ‘Production’ tab, select the ‘MRP Recommendations’ object to view MRP 
Planned orders and existing MO’s, PO’s, ISL and/or Schedules



MRP Recommendations



Exceptions
• 0 Blank – MRP planned order with no 

recommendation but within the Review Horizon

• 11-24 Past Due – due date is earlier than MRP 
Current date

• 31 Expedite & Release – MRP planned order where 
order start date is earlier than MRP current date

• 33 Expedite Existing Order – bring in order earlier 
than Due Date; total time is less than lead time

• 42 Reschedule Existing Order- bring in order earlier 
than Due date; total time is within lead time



Recommendations
• 51 Release – order start date is within the 

‘Release’ date as defined in MRP horizons

• 62 Defer – push the order due date out

• 72 Cancel – cancel the order since the total 
requirements are less than order quantity

• Field to add when creating the view is ‘Exception 
Code’
– Can specify to display:

• Value – number

• Alias – description

• Both value and alias



MRP Recommendations



Planning Horizons
• Date through which planned orders are displayed 

on the list and which orders have a ‘Release’ 
message is controlled through the MRP Horizons

• Release 

– All planned orders with a start date equal to or earlier 
than the release horizon get a ‘51 Release’ message

• Review

– All planned orders with a start date equal to or earlier 
than the review horizon are displayed in the ‘MRP 
Recommendations’



Planning Horizons



MRP Recommendation Preferences
• Immediate Processing

– Creates/changes orders when ‘Update’ is selected

– If Immediate Processing is not selected then, after 
taking actions, you must run ‘Process’ to update 
orders

• Component Availability Check

– Sets threshold for warning message based on the 
number of planned orders selected for component 
availability check



Preferences



Field Explanations
• Order Start/Due Date Planned

– Existing start/due dates on the order

• Order Start/Due Date New

– MRP recommended date

• Offset days

– For Expedite and Defer messages

– Number of working days to move the order



MRP Recommendations



MRP Recommendations



Suggested Subsets
• Planner Number

• Exception Code
– Separate subset for each exception condition:

• Past Due (Date Lo)

• 31 Expedite & Release with 51 Release

• 33 Expedite & 42 Reschedule

• 62 Defer

• 72 Cancel

• Offset Days
– Use to filter messages with a low number of days in 

subsets with expedite/defer messages



Tool Bar Options
• Accept – for Expedite & Defer, accept 

recommended date
• Create Order – for 31, 51 and 0, create 

order
• Change an order
• Change a planned order to a firm planned 

order
• Cancel an order – 72
• Reset (reverse a previous action; not using 

immediate processing)
• Process – If ‘Immediate Processing’ is not 

selected in preferences, you must run 
‘Process’ to have your actions executed

• Check Component Availability – for make 
items, check the component quantity 
required vs on hand to determine if there is 
enough inventory to manufacture the item



Validating the Recommendation
• ‘Item Requirements Inquiry’ and ‘Peg To’ are not 

available in PowerLink
– They are still available in Green Screen or IDF Level 1

• ‘Source of Demand’ is available
– Shows the top level requirements that are linked to 

this order/recommendation

– ‘MRP Execution Options’ (green screen) determines 
the number of ‘Source of Demand’ records retained 
per order

– Create a Workbench to automatically display demand 
when clicking on an order



MRP Execution Option Print Screen
AMM151                  Planning Run Execution Options                         

Planning warehouse . . . . . :  1    HI-TECH COMPANY - MAIN WHSE               

Select tailoring options                                                       
Combine customer backlog orders  . . .   0    0=No, 1=Yes                    

Time phased allocations  . . . . . . .   1    0=No, 1=Yes                    
Level to plan master level items . . .   02                                  
Clear quantity sold with extract . . .   0    0=No, 1=Yes                    
Warehouse reschedule code  . . . . . .   1    1=None, 2=Out, 3=In, 4=Both    
Minimum days to reschedule orders  . .       0                               
Rescheduling frozen zone in days   . .      0                               
Maximum demand sources to track  . . .      10                               
Track demand sources for on hand qty.   0    0=No, 1=Yes                    
Cancel exception code  . . . . . . . .  0                                   
Due date in past - manufacturing order                                       
Due date in past - purchase order  . .                                       
Due date in past - production schedule                                       
Contract required for auto release . .   4    1=Y,2=N/Stop,3=N/Warn,4=N      
Extract requisitions . . . . . . . . .   3    1=Y,2=Y/Only MRP created,3=N   
Safety stock lead time . . . . . . . .   1    1=LT,2=Current,3=CMTLT,4=CMFLT 



Item Requirements Inquiry



Adding/Maintaining Orders
• By working the recommendations through OBPM, 

each action updates the ‘Item Requirements 
Inquiry’ screen

– Can view impact of planning by re-displaying the item

– Everyone in company can see the planning actions



Display Source of Demand



Display Source of Demand

• Demand Item is top level of the BOM

• Intermediate levels are not displayed (i.e. no ‘Peg To’ 
level by level capability)

• Demand displayed is for that planned order only, not all 
requirements for the top level item



WORKING M-PLAN ORDERS



Component Shortage Checking
• Can perform an on line shortage check for 

multiple planned orders at one time

• This is handy when there are common 
components for multiple make items

• MRP Recommendation Preferences hold the 
number of orders that can be selected before 
generating a warning (install default is 10, I 
normally bump that up to 25)



Component Shortage Checking
• Hold down the ‘Control’ key (on your keyboard) 

and click on the orders you want to select for 
shortage checking

• After all orders have been selected, right click 
then select ‘Maintain’ then ‘Component 
Availability Check’

• A window will be displayed asking if you want to 
create a temporary file, click ‘yes’



Component Shortage Checking



Component Shortage Checking



Component Shortage Checking

• Clicking ‘Create’ builds the shortage check, not the 
order

• ‘Consider Future Allocations as Available’ means that 
MO Allocations with dates in the future will be 
ignored for the component check



Component Shortage Checking



Component Shortage Checking
• On the ‘Component – Short’ card

– Only components that are short will be displayed

– Click on the plus button to the left of the item to see 
which MO(s) will have shortages

• On the ‘Potential Orders’ card
– You can remove selected planned orders by clicking on 

the order and then click on the delete (trash can) 
button on the right side of the card

• If you want to create the MO’s for all Potential 
Orders, click on the ‘Create’ button (lower left 
corner)



Working the Recommendations
• For ’31 Release & Expedite’, ‘51 Release’ and ‘0 

Blank’ Recommendations

– Use the ‘Create’ recommendation button     to bring 
up a card file to create a new order

• For ‘33 Expedite’, ‘42 Reschedule’ or ’62 Defer’ 
Recommendations

– Use the ‘Accept’ recommendation button       to 
process ‘Expedite’ or ‘Defer’ messages

• Will change the due date on PO Item/Release or MO 



Create a New MO
• Single click on the planned order then click on the 

‘Create Order’ button

• A card file will be displayed with all the 
information in the planned order (dates, quantity, 
etc.)

• Can change any of the fields displayed

• Can select an alternate process (EPDM)

• Can copy the bill & routing to the MO or copy 
them in later



Create MO



Working the Recommendations



Expedite/Defer

• Single click on the recommendation

• Click on the ‘Accept Recommendation’ button 
(clipboard with green check)

• Card above will be displayed

• Click ‘Accept’ and date on the order will be changed



CREATING PURCHASE ORDERS



Purchase Orders
• If the recommendations are for purchased parts, 

you can:

– Create a new PO

– Add an item to an existing PO

– Add a release to an existing blanket

– Let the system find the existing blanket and add the 
release, if it doesn’t find a blanket, it will create a new 
PO



Working the Recommendations



Purchasing Card



Purchase Options



Purchase Options
• Find or Create

– If an existing blanket PO exists for the item, will add a 
release to the blanket order

• Attach to Blanket
– Adds the planned order as a release to an existing blanket

– Must enter the blanket PO number (without the ‘P’)

• Attach to Existing PO
– Creates a new item on a PO

– Must enter the PO number (without the ‘P’)

• Create PO
– Creates a new PO for the item



Purchase Options
• Only field not available is ‘Purchase Price’

• Purchasing Control File determines the field that 
holds the default PO price

– Current Material This Level (from Item Mst/Rev B)

– Purchase Price (from Item Mst/Rev C)

– Unit Cost Default (from Item Mst/Rev A)

– Standard Cost (from Item Bal)

• Default field can be displayed on the card but 
cannot be entered



Conclusion
• Working the MRP recommendations through OBPM 

is a much more efficient way to manage the MRP 
recommendations

• Use Source of Demand to see the end item 
requirements that prompted the recommendation

• Use Subsets to isolate specific exception conditions 
by planner and remove 1 or 2 day exceptions from 
the list

• Use Component Availability Checking to determine if 
there are components to build the MO


